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\ By Matt Samuels

Love doesn’t conquer all, in new play

By AARON HOWARD 08.MAR.07

In literature and on stage, the Jew has served as a potent symbol of minority-
group member. If the Jew is marked off from the majority society, then the
drama (conflict) comes from portraying how that plays out on cognitive,
effective and behavioral levels.

Playwright Bapsi Sidhwa reverses this symbol in “An American Brat,” which
has its U.S. premiere here on March 9. Set in contemporary Houston, David,
the young Jewish character, is more of a symbol of the majority culture.
Feroza, a young Parsi woman, is sent by her parents in Pakistan to college
here. Feroza’s parents, Zareen and Cyrus, receive a letter from their daughter
stating her intention to marry David. “Religious differences don’t matter so
much here,” she writes. “We have decided to settle the issue by becoming
Unitarians.”

To Feroza’s parents, marrying a non-Parsi means being cut off from the
community. Zareen goes to America, to “do drama,” to win her daughter back
from this ill-advised marriage. The Parsis are, in fact, a tiny, vulnerable
people. Each member lost represents a danger to the community’s survival.
For Zareen, the major issue is that her daughter’s marriage will result in the
loss of community support, leaving Feroza without any safety net.

Another issue is khandaan, which can be translated as family, although it
represents something much larger. In India, there’s a saying: You marry a
family and not a person. And for Feroza’s family, her decision to marry David
out of love strikes at the very heart of the Indo-Pakistani sense of khandaan.
The issue of arranged versus “love marriages” is a hot topic on a number of
the Indian blogs | read. The issue seems to go to the core of group identity
among many of the bloggers.

In “An American Brat,” David has a few of his own issues. His grandmother is
opposed to his marriage to a non-Jewish woman. And when Zareen attempts
to bribe him to postpone the marriage, David begins to understand that he
faces giving up his own authenticity.

Unlike many of the novels and dramas prior to “An American Brat,” Sidhwa
doesn’t opt for the “melting pot” resolution. Without giving away the ending,
the play takes a much harder, reflective resolution.

The U.S. premiere of “An American Brat” will take place at 8 p.m., Friday,
March 9, at Stages Repertory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway. The play will run

through March 25. For ticket information, phone 713/527-0123, or visit
www.stagestheatre.com.

=1 ErdAIL THIS $TORY é FRINT THIS STORY

Submit your opinion on this story

Name:

Email:

Opinion: (5,000 characters)

Avoiding the Scale?

Are you:
+ Suffering

from abesilyE

L

* 18 - 65 years
of age?

* Non-diabetic?

* In overall
good health?

You may be eligible
for our combination
drug therapy and|
behavioral
modification
research study
at no charge

5/19/2007



Jewish Herald-Voice Page 2 of 3

;l ] b ‘d

<]
¥ Publish My Opinion L‘m‘
JWhat stonlyourd

Security Code
T L_I.I

w=Experience the joy of
your Jewish Community
N Order an annual
Security Code subscription to the

| i Jewish Herald-Voice

Order Subscription
Click Here
Gift Subscription
Click Here

&

Submit Your Opinion

more . . . Arts & Entertainment

17.MAY.07 Moshav to close out Jewish Music Festival

10.MAY.07 A smoky room and the soft sounds of Yiddish — Theresa Tova
03.MAY.07 Honoring TUTS head Frank Young

19.APR.07 Debate on Arab Holocaust museum

19.APR.07 ‘Lone Stars of David: The Jews of Texas’ book launch at JCC
12.APR.07 lIsraeli folk dance: A lot more than the hora

05.APR.07 First-time Jewish Music Festival coming this May

29.MAR.07 Dionysus Theatre begins registration for spring classes
22.MAR.07 Film honors soldier’s memory

15.MAR.07 ‘Home Game’ powerful on many fronts

15.MAR.O07 Israeli Indie rock band, missFlag, coming to Houston
15.MAR.07 Houston artists accepted into ‘words within’ national exhibit
08.MAR.O7 Israeli pianist takes the long, intuitive road

08.MAR.O07 New York’s popular culture captured in Jewish Film Festival
08.MAR.07 Love doesn’t conquer all, in new play

01.MAR.O7 Breaking the harsh Australian soil told in Stanton Welch’s ‘Red
Earth’

01.MAR.O07 Middle school students to ‘Enlighten America’ about diversity
through art and essay contest

22.FEB.07 Don’t miss ‘A Talmud Tale’: It delights, entrances and enlightens
15.FEB.07 Houston Ballet’s ‘Life & Laughter’ features lively company
premieres

08.FEB.07 ‘Parade,” musical story of Leo Frank’s lynching, at Hobby Center’s
Zilkha Hall

08.FEB.07 Dionysus Theatre’s two-act play — a plea for understanding

. P 8 01.FEB.O7 The Diary of Anne Frank

- Passover Magazine 01.FEB.O7 ‘Parade’ scheduled Feb. 23-March 4 by Masquerade Theatre in
Hobby Center

01.FEB.0O7 Few Jewish nominees among Oscar hopefuls

News via Email

search archives

Get the News via Email

Keywords: |
Email Us
Issue date: [>=2/18/2007
ﬁ@ - Type either Keywords, Date or both.
Email Us - Date examples: 5/30/02, >5/30/02

search |

{ website powered by bulletlink.com }
~Top ) ) ) _ ~Top
Copyright © 2007 Jewish Herald-Voice. All rights reserved.

http://www.jhvonline.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=152&twindow=&mad=&sdetail... 5/19/2007



Jewish Herald-Voice Page 3 of 3

http://www.jhvonline.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=152&twindow=&mad=&sdetail... 5/19/2007



